EPA-R9-2015-010125 Production VOL005

To: Minor, Dustin[Minor.Dustin@epa.gov]

Cc: Mueller, Sarah{Mueller.Sarah@epa.govl; Rongone, Marie[Rongone.Marie@epa.gov]
From: Padgett, Casey

Sent: Tue 6/9/2015 2:48:57 PM

Subject: Re: FW: email for DOI on Section 13 at Haystack

Hi Dusty. I'm on travel this week but I'll see if I can find the right person to send you to for help
on this issue.

On Monday, June 8, 2015, Minor, Dustin <Minor.Dustin(@epa.gov> wrote:

Casey,

Sarah Mueller, an attorney in my Branch, has been trying to figure out the status of certain
land in the area of McKinley County, New Mexico and the Baca/Prewitt Chapter of the
Navajo Nation.

She has contacted several people about it at DOI and/or BIA including attorneys at the
Solicitor’s Office. We understand that it is a complicated issue, but we would like to talk
soon to see if we can resolve it because we are intending to take a CERCLA response this
summer and need to resolve the jurisdictional issues before then.

Sarah’s email with a little more information is provided below.

I would appreciate it if you could give me a call so we could discuss what we may be able
to do to resolve this issue.

Thank you.

Dusty

Dustin F. Minor
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Chief, Hazardous Waste Branch
Office of Regional Counsel

(415) 972-3888

From: Mueller, Sarah

Sent: Monday, June 08, 2015 2:34 PM

To: Minor, Dustin

Cc: Rongone, Marie

Subject: email for DOI on Section 13 at Haystack

Dusty,
Below is a paragraph summarizing our question about the status of Section 13.

Our Superfund program has been looking at a group of abandoned uranium mines in the
area of the Baca/Prewitt chapter, and McKinley County, New Mexico. There 1s one parcel
of land that Navajo Land Department believes is part of Navajo Nation, but it seems to be
held by either BIA or BLM. It is not part of the reservation and is not allotment land. It
had been subject to various withdrawals at different periods of time, and right now it seems
to be subject to PLO 2198, which apparently was intended to facilitate land consolidation
for the Navajo Nation. PLO 2198 says that the land is administered by the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs. However, we have not been able to determine what the current status of
the land is, or which agency to contact with regards to access and other issues. The land in
question is SE ¥4 Section 13, TI3N, R11W.

Sarah E. Mueller

Office of Regional Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region IX

75 Hawthorne St., ORC-3

San Francisco, CA 94105
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(415) 972-3953

mueller.sarah@epa.cov

Casey S. Padgett

Assistant Solicitor

Branch of Environmental Compliance
Office of the Solicitor

U.S. Department of the Interior

MS 5530

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Telephone: (202) 208-4125

This email is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
to which it is addressed. It may contain information that is
privileged, confidential, or otherwise protected by applicable law.
If you are not the intended recipient or an employee or agent
responsible for the delivery of this email to the intended recipient,
you are hereby notified that dissemination, distribution, copying,
or use of this email is strictly prohibited. If you received this
email in error, please notify the sender immediately and destroy
all copies.
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